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THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART AND THE FRICK COLLECTION 
PLANNING COLLABORATION TO ENABLE FRICK TO USE  

WHITNEY MUSEUM OF AMERICAN ART’S BREUER BUILDING  
DURING FRICK’S UPGRADE AND RENOVATION 

 
THE MET TO UNIFY AND EXPAND MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY 

INITIATIVES AT FIFTH AVENUE BUILDING 
 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art and The Frick Collection announced today that they are in discussions to bring the 

Frick’s program temporarily to the Whitney Museum of American Art’s Breuer building while the Frick’s buildings 

undergo upgrade and renovation. The Met began programming the Marcel Breuer–designed building on Madison 

Avenue in 2016, through an arrangement with the Whitney that began after the Whitney moved to its current location 

in downtown Manhattan in 2015. The collaboration would ensure that the public continues to have access to the 

Frick’s collection, exhibitions, library resources, and education programs. The Frick is anticipated to begin its 

programming at the Breuer building in late 2020, upon obtaining necessary public approvals of its building project.  

 

The Met has been using The Met Breuer as a temporary exhibition space to invigorate the Museum’s long 

engagement with modern and contemporary art within the context of its encyclopedic collection. The Museum has 

developed a plan that expands Modern and Contemporary programming throughout its Fifth Avenue building, 

including renewing plans to undertake a rebuilding of its Modern and Contemporary galleries in the Lila Acheson 

Wallace Wing. 

 

Met President and CEO Daniel Weiss says, “Our objective in expanding our programming to The Met Breuer was to 

present the modern collection and other strengths of our encyclopedic holdings, and to enable our curators to 

organize cutting-edge exhibitions. We are extremely pleased with the visitor response and critical acclaim for these 

programs and look forward to building on what we have learned in the years ahead at The Met Fifth Avenue.”  
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Ian Wardropper, Director of The Frick Collection, comments, “The Frick has been exploring ways to ensure that our 

visitors can continue to enjoy our collections and have access to our library resources and education programs, as we 

look forward to the renovation of our home. Collaborating with The Met on a temporary initiative at the Breuer 

building would enable us to do just that, a mere five blocks away, during a time when the Frick would otherwise 

need to be closed completely to the public.”  

 

Adam D. Weinberg, the Alice Pratt Brown Director of the Whitney, added, “The Met has been and will continue to 

be an excellent steward of the Breuer building, and the prospect that the building would serve The Frick Collection in 

such a creative fashion is very exciting.” 

 

Led by Sheena Wagstaff, the Leonard A. Lauder Chairman of Modern and Contemporary Art, The Met Breuer has 

received critical and public acclaim for its exhibition program, which has been devoted to telling multiple histories of 

modernism from across the world, or spanning several centuries, with exhibitions such as Like Life: Sculpture, Color, 

and the Body and Unfinished: Thoughts Left Visible, and important exhibitions of artists who were overdue for 

recognition, including Nasreen Mohamedi, Marisa Merz, Lygia Pape, Kerry James Marshall, and, now on view, Jack 

Whitten. The Met Breuer has generated strong attendance, and the refurbishment of the Breuer building received 

numerous community and architectural honors.  

 

Max Hollein, Director of The Met, described the Museum’s upcoming Modern and Contemporary programming: 

“The Metropolitan Museum of Art has a long, distinguished history in collecting and exhibiting modern art that 

began in the nineteenth century and continues with the appropriately celebrated programmatic accomplishments of 

The Met Breuer. We are committed to modern art being part of The Met in a multifaceted and significant way by 

focusing our energies on the Fifth Avenue building, both in the Lila Acheson Wallace Wing and throughout the 

Museum. An encyclopedic museum has unique opportunities to display and contextualize modern art in 

multiple ways and areas. Moving forward, we will focus and manifest this even more at The Met while continuing—

until 2020—our outstanding program at The Met Breuer, which has served as a great laboratory for groundbreaking 

and important exhibitions and continues to inform our concepts for long-term programming at The Met.” 

 

On the planning process for renovating the Modern and Contemporary galleries of its main building, Mr. Weiss said: 

“Two years ago the prudent course was to prioritize our large capital projects—enabling us to begin the long overdue 

replacement of skylights for the European Painting galleries—and to build a financial path toward a balanced budget. 

With this critical work well on its way, and Max’s arrival, we are now ready to reengage with architect David 

Chipperfield’s plan for expanded and improved Modern and Contemporary galleries.”  
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Mr. Hollein announced he is exploring a series of contemporary initiatives at The Met Fifth Avenue, including the 

possibility of a sculpture commission for the facade of the Museum and installations of contemporary art throughout 

common areas of the building. “Our building offers so many ways for visitors to engage with art, and where better 

than on the facade of our iconic building and within our many majestic common spaces.” 

 

The Met also announced selections from its expanded future program for Modern and Contemporary art. In addition 

to the currently scheduled exhibitions, the Museum will be presenting multiple installations of recent gifts of Modern 

and Contemporary art at The Met Breuer and The Met Fifth Avenue.  

 

ABOUT THE FRICK COLLECTION  

 
Housed in one of New York’s last great Gilded Age homes, The Frick Collection provides visitors with an 

unparalleled opportunity for intimate encounters with one of the world’s foremost collections of fine and decorative 

arts. In addition to its collections, which encompass masterworks from the Renaissance through the early modern 

period, the Frick houses one of the top art reference libraries in the world.  In April 2018, the Frick shared its design 

plans for the upgrade and enhancement of its facilities by Selldorf Architects. Honoring the architectural legacy and 

unique character of the Frick, the plan was conceived to address pressing institutional and programmatic 

requirements and marks the first comprehensive upgrade to the Frick’s building since the institution opened to the 

public. Groundbreaking is anticipated to begin in 2020. For further information about this project, visit 

www.frickfuture.org 

 

BASIC INFORMATION 
General Information Phone: 212.288.0700 
Web site: www.frick.org 
Building project: www.frickfuture.org 
E-mail: info@frick.org 
App: frick.org/app 
 
Museum address: 1 East 70th Street, near Fifth Avenue  
Hours: Open six days a week: 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Tuesdays through Saturdays; 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on 
Sundays. Closed Mondays, New Year’s Day, Independence Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas Day. Limited hours 
(11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) on Lincoln’s Birthday, Election Day, and Veterans Day 
Admission: $22; senior citizens $17; students $12; Pay-what-you-wish hours on Wednesdays from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m. PLEASE NOTE TO YOUR READERS: Children under ten are not admitted to the museum 
First Fridays: Museum admission and gallery programs are free from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on the first Friday 
evening of the month (except January and September)  
 

http://www.frickfuture.org/
http://www.frickfuture.org/
mailto:info@frick.org
http://www.frick.org/app
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Subway: #6 local to 68th Street station; #Q to 72nd Street station; Bus: M1, M2, M3, and M4 southbound on Fifth 
Avenue to 72nd Street and northbound on Madison Avenue to 70th Street 
Tour Information: Included in the price of museum admission is an Acoustiguide Audio Tour of the permanent 
collection. The tour is offered in six languages: English, French, German, Italian, Japanese, and Spanish. 
Shop: The shop is open the same days as the museum, closing fifteen minutes before the institution. 
Group Museum Visits: Please call 212.288.0700 for details and to make reservations. 
Public Programs: A calendar of events is available online  
 
Library address: 10 East 71st Street, near Fifth Avenue 
Hours: www.frick.org/visit/library/hours 
Admission: Open to the public free of charge 
 
#336, September 21, 2018 
For further press information, please contact:  
 
Heidi Rosenau 
The Frick Collection 
rosenau@frick.org 
212-547-6866 
 
Ken Weine 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
communications@metmuseum.org 
212-570-3951 
 
Stephen Soba 
Whitney Museum of American Art 
pressoffice@whitney.org 
212-570-3633 
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